The stylish Art Deco cover of rendwned
barman Harry Craddock's The Savey
Cocktall 8 —which Dragon Books
prices at $1,150=—is evocative of the

Roaring Twenties and Bertie Wooster.

O of famind illustrator Alastair's cre-
ations for the 1925 Black Sun Press edition
I.'.Ir_ Lies Ligsons Dangoveuses depicts “the
ﬂiIEHI.“:i_ Masguess and the t{h.l-fhlﬁ%;_ﬂ'-‘ﬂ_ﬂ"
A lastair, bLh. Hans Hem Wosght, sasd
he was inspired “by at rix aned the
pérsons,” but didn't adhere strictly to
dirawing Scenes frnom the Book.

_.-’. the shelves to read the poetey of his

_1-{EI=1::|' Grammar 8 inlo first edi-
¢ thons and can't help palling them off

favorites like WB, Years and WL
Auden, their woards renderingthing
unable to resist leafing throwgh the
original, often fragile pages. For
hirm, it's the uliimate loxury. Sarah
Michelle Gellar is partial 1o the work
of the venerable Arthur Rackham,
who created some of the most rich
and strange—and iconic—images of
falryland with his carly 12005 ilkas-
mrations for Alices Advenfurcs in
Wonderland and Peter Pan in
Kensingron  Gardens.  Gwynath
Paltrow, Martin Scorsese, Jack
Hicholgon, Susan Sarandon, James
Francs, and Michelle Willlams, oo,
know the romance of rare books,
often sumptuously bound and
superbly illustrated, thar bring back
the flaver of times past while reveal-
ing Fascinating stories of prove-
nance or history. At one point or
another they have learned that col-
lecting these books is akin to col-
lecting art. These are a special sor
of luxury possessions—they do not
scream; they whisper,

The established Mecea for LA'S
antique book collectors is
Heritage Book Shop on
Melrose Avenue, across the
street  from  the Gber-
trendy Urth Caffé, Housed
in a former mortuary
where Clark Gakle was laid
out, thiz booklover's haven
offers anything from a single
leaf of the Gutenberg Bible
(S60,000) o a bejeweled Scarfer Gwynath
Letter ($32,500), cither of which Fatrow
vou can peruse while siiting in a chair from
the set of Gooe With the Wind “Any
cebebrity you can think of has probably been
here”™ says Heritage's Rachel Welndte i
“They know what they want, and they can
afford it.® Furthermore, Weinstein sees

shaowd the hand-cared
fireplace that was rescued frnom an 18th-century
French I:-u-'.l.'::. mT-a-rrrrumr:lr. and the all-original
French clu

modaled afte
Trinity Collage.

This baleany view of Dragon Books in Bel-Alr

nglish sak shalves, the

ayout of the g i
r the Long Room library at Dubdin's

chairs. The

books as the ideal gift for the star who
has everything. Gently arching the
pages of one lavish, leather-bound vod-
urke, she reveals a painting on the
fore-edge: optical illusbon and ani; one
recent customer picked ouwt such a
book as the perfect present for
will Smith,
Downtown there's Caravan Book Store,
whose owner, Leonard Bernstein, has held
out for 52 years on a strip of Grand Avenue
that wsed to be known as “booksellers
row =gven after his neighbors packed wp
and theeir lots becamse parking garages or
restaurants like current posh catery the
Water Grill. But LAJs antiquarian book-
store universe, which has been shrinking
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for some tme, received a boost this sum-
mer: Dragon Books was opened in Bel-
Ajr=one of Hoellywood's luxury enclaves,
on Beverly Glen Cirele just bel-
low  Mulhelland—by  an
unlikely owner: young turk
lay Penske, a high-tech
entreprencur and sclon of a
prominent  family—think
= Penske racing and Penske
Corp. whose yellow trucks one
Ha-rl.n'- can spof aceoss the coantry
seorspse Penske, a [l.I‘iMIJI'IJIL' ook ILIJIILL"-
tor himsell iz the chairman and
CEO of Velociny Services, Inc, an interac-
tive media and technology company. He is
also & man-ahout-bown who has dated Lara
Fiynn Boyle and Jordana Brewster. Kevin
Costner and Wayne Gretzky Wére pert
of the store’s opening-night crowd.
Penske was hooked on books at
the tender age of 8 the store is
mamed  after John Gardner’s
Dragen, Dragom, *a dark little chil-
dren's story™ which was the first
ook be remembers reading. 'Iil-cl:l.}'.
twi decades later, he has one of the 14
original coples, sell-printed and bound
by the then-penniless awthor, which
Penske unearthed in Mew Hampshire, And
that's just one of the 15000 books in
Pensike's personal |.i|:|r.|:r:.; WM A0 mEntion
the 00D i kiz @wore, which stocks bath
low-priced, thumb-wormn paperbacks and |

Foavwan
ostrer

“If | had a bookstore,™ Jay Penske remem-

bers thinking when he was B, *'d have all

the books! P'd never have to wait; | could
constantly keep reading.”

antiguarian wonders like a first edition of
Jane Austen’s Emmma worth 520,000,

Of the store's 1516 edition of Boccaocio's
The Decamerorn, only one other copy
was up for sale at an aucton in the
past 30 years, and only seven copies
of earlier editions are known

warldwide. Another rarity heres a
20=volume French collection of
Baltzac owmed by Edith Wharton,
with markings in her hand. It could
make a grear gift from somebody close
10 Jodie Foster or Kate Beckinsale, since

th are fluent in French and well-
versed in French literature,

Customers often bring the treasured
tomes they™ve acquired for a consultatlon
from Penske, like a recent booklover who
brought in a 1929 editbon of Les Lizisons

Continued or page 10

This copy of The Poems of Alfred Lord

Teninyson, Poel Lawreate was printed in
i 1900 and bownd with transpar-

ent wellem over pale green paper. T

cover mbge, depicting King Arthur and

Excalibiusr, wis driwn in pan-and-ink snd

walencolar A star wha kncws whal she
wants could pluck thes off Heritage's

shatvas for 56,500,
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Dangerewses in two volumes, published by Black Sun Press with illus-
trations. by the famed Alasfairn “These books are a work of art”
Penske marvels, Printed on creamy Moirans paper in an exquisite
coral-red and black type and featuring sublime two-color, bound-in
illuseratbons that feel like uri.girl.ﬂl woodcuts, it 1% ome of 3 limated edi-
ton of LOD0 coples printed.

“This is what the Black Sun Press did” Penske explains. “It was a
mystical outfit founded in "20s Paris, the home away from home for
the Lost Generation, by the wealthy American expatriates Harry and
Caresse Crosby, They published small, artistically perfect runs of the
works they themselves were interested in, often authored by their
fricnds—D.H. Lawrence, James Joyoe, Ezea Pound, Hemingway,
Eugene Jolas, Oscar Wilde, Harry Crosby, whe miraculously sar-
vived the battlefields of World War 1, became a mystic, compulsive
about darkness and death—thats why it's the Black Sun Press, He
eventually commined suicide. There is a book about them, now out
of print, Les Amants du Sodell Nofr, and another one abour Alastair,
the illustrator”

“(¥h, I want both!™ exclaims the Lizisons’ owner.

“Thix is how people get hooked,” says Penske, knowingly, =1 under-
stand it only too well”

Indeed, Penske's life these days presents a unigue dichatomy, a very
literary saga of a man caught between two worlds, “Ic's kind of crazy”
he admits, “I mean, I'm still running a technology company, but on
weekends or evenings I'm here behind the cash register or working
with customers and cliens, selling books.”

Penske pulls a volume from the stores shelves to further illusirate
how one can feel history through a vintage book, this time on a more
lighthearted note. Published in flapper-cra London, The Savoy
Cocktail Book is pure Art Deco in style and contains *a complete
compendium of the Cocktails, Rickeys, Daisies, Slings, Shrubs,
Smashes, Fizees, Iull‘:i'rel-,. Cobblers, Fixes and other Drinks, known
and vastly appreclated in this year of grace 1930, with sundry notes
of amusement and interest concerning them, wogether with sulbile
Observations upon Wines and their special eccasions. Being in par-
ticular an elucidation of the manners and coustoms of people of qual-
ity in a period of some eguality™ “The recipes are compiled by the
renowned barman at the London Savay Hotel™ explaing Penske,
“who wisely abandoned the States during Prohibition v ply his teade
on a more indulgent shore.” As rare book enthusiases know all vos
well, there™s a kind of time travel that occurs when holding such a
piece of history in one's hand. It's a pastime that may not be inexpen-
sive—DPenske prices The Savey Cockeal Book at S11530—but for the
truly cultured, the pleasure that comes from it is invaluable, Bl

movieline V1

carfirued from page 107

its British forbearer and inbo its own wonderfully wince-smrthy workd
Cteve Carall desarves his Galden Slabe far rmaking you cane sbaut bum-
bling boss Michael Scott—even as you want to stranghe him—and this
collgction promises gems. like cast members” fake FSAs, thal ane even
merg likedy fo make you want to power wp the OV D player, curl up on the
eouch and call in sick for waork,
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SLINGS & ARRDOWS: SEASDOMS OME AND TWD

It's the bast thing to come cut of Canada since basketball, the telephone
or the Fipper (all gifts frarm dus north, dancha khew). Though it anly
aired on the Sundance Channel in the LS., this saries abaul the ecopn-
tric denirens of the Mew Burbage Theatre Festival received rave reviews.
and for good reason: It's one of the mast smartly written and acted
dramedies to ever hit the stage—er, screen, Paul Gross stars as Geoffrgy
Tenmant, the festival™s reductant rew artistic dirgctor wha, in troe Danigh
prince fashion, it being haunted by the ghest of his former mentor
Season one alio features Rachel MeAdams playing, appropriately, an
actress on the werge of her big break; season two takes on cursed play
Macheth.

VERDMNICA MARS: SEASDN TWD

IF wou judge a thow by its fansg, then few programd e a5 impredansge
bragging rights as Vevrarnica Mars, which in its second seasan received 5o
miuch love from the likes of Joss Whedon and Kevin Srith that both
agread (o, rather, were thriied) to gquest star. Though not as tight as the
show's first season. its sophomone effort still packs a punch..and a bus
crash..and a terrifying explosion. Definitely due more attention on its new
Fecmie, Thee CW, Veranics AMars is shaays worthy of further imeestigation.

THE WIRE: SEASON THREE

Each season of The Wire is greeted with an avalanche of effusive praise.
and rightfully 5o, This bold crime drama examines the contemporary
American conditicn through a mosaic of mesally conflicted characters in
the troubled city of Battimore: the cops whoss investigative prowess can
put thern at odds with the venal buresucracy in contral of their canser
advancernent, the ambitious pelitizian whs has to get dirty if be wanty
to effect amy scclal change; the gangster best friands whase clashing
mentalities (one is business-minded. the other powered by pride) set up
seastn threa's most startling showdown, Yes. the series is (s reputed)
dense and complex, but, it must be emphasized, in a thrilling, pulsating
wiy. The Wire is a6 magnificently executed, 46 fascinating in 12 evale-
tion, so frequently Bracingly profound that it does no less than elevate
the madium of television itself. Il

The hattest new professional phategraphy studio in Los Angeles,
specializing i celebrity and cemmerdiol photogrophy.




